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CHAPTER 2: PROHIBITION OF QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS BETWEEN MEMBER STATES 

 

ARTICLE 28 

Quantitative restrictions on imports and all measures having equivalent effect shall be 

prohibited between Member States. 

 

ARTICLE 29 

Quantitative restrictions on exports, and all measures having equivalent effect, shall be 

prohibited between Member States. 

 

ARTICLE 30 

The provisions of Articles 28 and 29 shall not preclude prohibitions or restrictions on imports, 

exports or goods in transit justified on grounds of public morality, public policy or public 

security; the protection of health and life of humans, animals or plants; the protection of 

national treasures possessing artistic, historic or archaeological value; or the protection of 

industrial and commercial property. Such prohibitions or restrictions shall not, however, 

constitute a means of arbitrary discrimination or a disguised restriction on trade between 

Member States. 

 

CHAPTER 3: SERVICES 

 

ARTICLE 49 



Within the framework of the provisions set out below, restrictions on freedom to provide 

services within the Community shall be prohibited in respect of nationals of Member States 

who are established in a State of the Community other than that of the person for whom the 

services are intended. 

The Council may, acting by a qualified majority on a proposal from the Commission, extend 

the provisions of the Chapter to nationals of a third country who provide services and who 

are established within the Community. 

 

ARTICLE 50 

Services shall be considered to be "services" within the meaning of this Treaty where they are 

normally provided for remuneration, in so far as they are not governed by the provisions 

relating to freedom of movement for goods, capital and persons. 

"Services" shall in particular include: 

(a) activities of an industrial character; 

(b) activities of a commercial character; 

(c) activities of craftsmen; 

(d) activities of the professions. 

Without prejudice to the provisions of the chapter relating to the right of establishment, the 

person providing a service may, in order to do so, temporarily pursue his activity in the State 

where the service is provided, under the same conditions as are imposed by that State on its 

own nationals. 

 

TITLE VI: COMMON RULES ON COMPETITION, TAXATION AND APPROXIMATION OF LAWS 

 

CHAPTER 1: RULES ON COMPETITION 

 



SECTION 1: RULES APPLYING TO UNDERTAKINGS 

 

ARTICLE 81 

1. The following shall be prohibited as incompatible with the common market: all agreements 

between undertakings, decisions by associations of undertakings and concerted practices 

which may affect trade between Member States and which have as their object or effect the 

prevention, restriction or distortion of competition within the common market, and in 

particular those which: 

(a) directly or indirectly fix purchase or selling prices or any other trading conditions; 

(b) limit or control production, markets, technical development, or investment; 

(c) share markets or sources of supply; 

(d) apply dissimilar conditions to equivalent transactions with other trading parties, thereby 

placing them at a competitive disadvantage; 

(e) make the conclusion of contracts subject to acceptance by the other parties of 

supplementary obligations which, by their nature or according to commercial usage, have no 

connection with the subject of such contracts. 

2. Any agreements or decisions prohibited pursuant to this article shall be automatically void. 

3.   The provisions of paragraph 1 may, however, be declared inapplicable in the case of: 

- any agreement or category of agreements between undertakings, 

- any decision or category of decisions by associations of undertakings, 

- any concerted practice or category of concerted practices, 

which contributes to improving the production or distribution of goods or to promoting 

technical or economic progress, while allowing consumers a fair share of the resulting benefit, 

and which does not: 

(a) impose on the undertakings concerned restrictions which are not indispensable to the 

attainment of these objectives; 



(b) afford such undertakings the possibility of eliminating competition in respect of a 

substantial part of the products in question. 

 

ARTICLE 82 

Any abuse by one or more undertakings of a dominant position within the common market or 

in a substantial part of it shall be prohibited as incompatible with the common market in so 

far as it may affect trade between Member States. 

Such abuse may, in particular, consist in: 

(a) directly or indirectly imposing unfair purchase or selling prices or other unfair trading 

conditions; 

(b) limiting production, markets or technical development to the prejudice of consumers; 

(c) applying dissimilar conditions to equivalent transactions with other trading parties, 

thereby placing them at a competitive disadvantage; 

(d) making the conclusion of contracts subject to acceptance by the other parties of 

supplementary obligations which, by their nature or according to commercial usage, have no 

connection with the subject of such contracts. 

 

TITLE XII: CULTURE 

 

ARTICLE 151 

1.   The Community shall contribute to the flowering of the cultures of the Member States, 

while respecting their national and regional diversity and at the same time bringing the 

common cultural heritage to the fore. 

2.   Action by the Community shall be aimed at encouraging cooperation between Member 

States and, if necessary, supporting and supplementing their action in the following areas: 

- improvement of the knowledge and dissemination of the culture and history of the 

European peoples, 



- conservation and safeguarding of cultural heritage of European significance, 

- non-commercial cultural exchanges, 

- artistic and literary creation, including in the audiovisual sector. 

3.   The Community and the Member States shall foster cooperation with third countries and 

the competent international organisations in the sphere of culture, in particular the Council of 

Europe. 

4.   The Community shall take cultural aspects into account in its action under other 

provisions of this Treaty, in particular in order to respect and to promote the diversity of its 

cultures. 

5.   In order to contribute to the achievement of the objectives referred to in this Article, the 

Council: 

- acting in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 251 and after consulting the 

Committee of the Regions, shall adopt incentive measures, excluding any harmonisation of 

the laws and regulations of the Member States. The Council shall act unanimously throughout 

the procedure referred to in Article 251, 

- acting unanimously on a proposal from the Commission, shall adopt recommendations. 

 

ARTICLE 295 

This Treaty shall in no way prejudice the rules in Member States governing the system of 

property ownership. 

 


