
HELLENIC REPUBLIC 
SUPREME COURT 
PRESIDENT 

Athens, September 6th, 2005 

Protocol No. 179 

 

To: 

The Presidents of the Three-member Administration Councils and the Heads of the Appeal and 

First Instance Courts of Greece, pledging for the notification of the judicial officials. 

 

 

 According to the last quotation of article 307 of the Civil Procedure Code, added with article 

3 of L. 3327/11-3-2005, standing since 16-9-2005, according to the provision of article 5 of the 

same law, “the provisions regarding the resumption of the hearing due to failure to issue a ruling 

are also applied in case that no ruling has been issued eight months from the date the civil case 

was heard. As soon as the eight month period lapses, the judge must return the case, or else this 

is immediately removed with an act of the Judge conducting the Court or the President of the 

Three-member Administration Council”. According to article 93, paragraph 3, element h’ of the 

Code of Court Organization and List of Judicial Officers, added with article 2, paragraph 7 of L. 

3327/11-3-2005, “non-issue of a ruling within eight months from the hearing of a civil case and 

consequent return or removal of the case from the judge handling it” constitutes a disciplinary 

offence of the judicial official. From the specific provisions it is clearly concluded that the 

completion of the eight month period, leading to the return or removal of the case, is also applied to 

cases heard prior to the enforcement of this law (16.9.2005), given that the justificatory explanation 

for these provisions, according to the introductory report, is the minimization of the delay observed 

at the issue of rulings and not the maintenance of already existing pending cases. 

 Besides, as indicated by the catalogues dispensed by all the courts around the country in 

reference to judicial officials’ pending cases in regard to the issue of political orders, it is concluded 

that, unfortunately, a high number of judicial officials delay the issue and publication of rulings on 

political cases and some even reach or exceed eight months. 

 In view of the above, the judicial officials exhibiting this kind of behaviour are requested to 

adapt to the new provisions and conclude their work by 31/10/2006 the latest, in order to avoid the 

unpleasant consequences, which will be enforced after this date. 

 Furthermore, the Presidents of the Three-member Administration Councils and the 

Directorates of the Courts are requested to remove all cases that may still be pending after 8 

months and after the aforementioned date, in compliance with the relevant provisions, and report 

to the competent inspectors the individual cases and the number of cases which weren’t processed 

by each judicial official. 
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Kedikoglou 
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